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PROVIDING AN IDENTITY

The proposed plan for the Seminole Nation

Neighborhood completes the existing neighbor-

hood structure east of SR 7 by providing a beauti-

ful neighborhood center with civic space, shopping,

higher density housing, and a neighborhood ele-

mentary or middle school. All of this will occur

within walking distance of the existing residential

areas.

Existing single family houses will merge with the

denser town center and the surrounding neighbor-

hood fabric. The majority of new housing will be

townhouses, multi-family apartment buildings, and

condominium units. Higher density housing is crit-

ical to the success of the proposed retail areas sur-

rounding the central civic space and is the only way

any significant amount of residential can be pro-

vided.

The plan includes an additional hotel along SR 7

and two parking garages lined with occupied space

to support the proposed uses and the existing

Seminole Hard Rock Hotel and Casino.

Ideally, both sides of SR 7 should be fully devel-

oped. Parking should be contained in hidden

garages. Significant improvements to the Seminole

property west of SR 7 are currently underway. The

Citizens' Master Plan presents a model for how

remaining undeveloped portions of that property

might be further developed to pull the two sides of

SR 7 together. This would transform this regional

destination into a complete resort village with a

strong visual sense of place.

Plan for the proposed Seminole Nation mixed-use neighborhood

Designed to provide a civic center of activity for the existing neighborhoods east of SR 7.
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Proposed Seminole Nation Hotel facing SR 7 at the entrance to the neighborhood and village shopping area.
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View of the proposed Seminole Hotel on the east side of SR 7. View of the Seminole Hotel and entrance street to the Seminole Nation Neighborhood.

Pulled up the boulevard (SR 7) to enclosing the

space occupied by the street and sidewalk, the

proposed Seminole Hotel could stand as a land-

mark guarding the entrance street to the

Seminole Nation Neighborhood south of SR 7.

The proposed hotel would be one of a series of

buildings defining the street space south to the

Stirling Road intersection.

The building is fronted by a wide sidewalk, plaza,

fountain, pedestrian scale lighting, and a row of

formal palms. On-street parking is proposed to

provide a buffer between the fronting plaza and

the traffic of the boulevard. Parking also func-

tions as a drop-off spot at the front of the hotel.

Proceeding north on the SR 7 boulevard, the

main entrance street to the Seminole Nation

Neighborhood emerges beyond the north end of

the proposed Seminole Hotel.

Pick-up and drop-off parking is provided at the

edge of the street buffering the formal plaza that

fronts the hotel from the noise and activity of

the street.

The public space of the street and plaza is orna-

mented by a large fountain and a formal planting

of palms.

The scale of the hotel helps to enclose the street

space and make it feel like a great outdoor room.
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THE SEMINOLE NATION NEIGHBORHOOD - A VIRTUAL TOUR

View to the east down the main entrance street to the Seminole Nation Neighborhood. Full view to the east down the main entrance street to the Seminole Nation Neighborhood.

At the north end of the proposed Seminole

Hotel is a ground floor retail shop, the first of a

series of retail that surrounds the public green

and plaza situated at the heart of the Seminole

Nation Neighborhood.

Sidewalks and plaza space are wide facing both

the entrance street and SR 7. In combination

with beautiful pedestrian scale lighting, street

trees, and careful attention to the furnishing and

detailing of the street space, SR 7 begins its

transformation from an unsightly highway to a

beautiful boulevard.

Turning into the entrance street leading into the

interior of the Seminole Nation Neighborhood,

one is greeted by a well proportioned and beau-

tifully formed outdoor room that serves as the

civic center of the surrounding residential neigh-

borhoods.

The space is formed by buildings and is detailed

with wide sidewalks, street trees, a central plaza,

and green accented by a grand monument and

fountain.

The far end of the central plaza is anchored by a

civic building, and the central public space is sur-

rounded by ground floor retail including restau-

rants and shops on all sides.
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View approaching the central plaza and public green from the west. View of the central public plaza and green.

A diverse mix of uses surrounds the central

plaza to assure that this important public space is

always active and full of people. The ground

floor of buildings facing the plaza is reserved for

retail uses such as restaurants, cafes, and shops.

Upper story uses include office and residential.

The central plaza is anchored at the far end by a

civic building such as a library, museum, or com-

munity building.

On-street parking is provided at the front of the

retail shops. Portions of the wide sidewalks are

arcaded; other sections have awnings. Arcades

or awnings or a combination can be used to pro-

vide protection from the sun and rain. Awnings

may however, be larger than those shown in the

simulation view above.

Although shade trees are preferred as street

trees, the rigid alignment of tall and elegant

palms was a proper choice for differentiating the

important civic space of the central plaza from

the public space of the street.

The Citizens' Master Plan shows the central

plaza illustrated above as a town green.

Although this important civic space could occur

in either form, actively used space should have

some sort of paving such as brick or crushed

stone.

In detailing this space, care has been taken to

provide a clear view from the entrance of the

neighborhood across the plaza to the beautiful

public building that anchors the far side.
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View across the central plaza of the Seminole Nation Neighborhood. View of the memorial fountain and civic anchor to the plaza.

Great care must be taken in the sizing of public

space. If the space is made too large, it will

never be sufficiently full of people to activate it,

and it will feel dead. Appropriate size is deter-

mined by the resident population of the sur-

rounding buildings and the types of uses that

occupy the building. The ideal uses facing

important civic space are those that generate

large amounts of pedestrian traffic.

By placing parking garages on both sides of the

proposed plaza behind occupied retail and resi-

dential liner buildings, large numbers of people

are guaranteed to activate the civic space. As

noted, uses such as restaurants, cafes, and book-

stores are examples of ideal storefront uses fac-

ing civic space.

The focal point of the central plaza is a grand

fountain and memorial that sits in front of an

elegant civic building anchoring the east end of

the civic plaza.

Multi-story apartment buildings and condomini-

ums can be seen in the distance beyond the col-

umn of the fountain. The highest density of

housing should be located close to the neighbor-

hood center where people will have easy and

convenient access to restaurants and shopping.

Development of the Seminole Nation

Neighborhood, as proposed, completes the

existing neighborhood fabric of single family

homes by providing a broader diversity of hous-

ing types as well as a much needed civic and

shopping center.
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THE SEMINOLE NATION NEIGHBORHOOD - THE IMPORTANCE OF CIVIC ART

CIVIC ART

The proposed fountain at the center of the grand civic plaza

of the Seminole Nation Neighborhood was inspired by sketch-

es by David Dahlstrom of South Florida Regional Planning

Council.

The pool and central column of the fountain are proposed to

be constructed of native Florida cut coral. The column is but-

tressed on four sides by bronze alligators stretching up the col-

umn base. At the top of the column is a bronze statue of a

Seminole chief shooting a rifle or a bow. The actual fountain

would have the figure dressed in appropriate costume. Falling

streams of water pour from bronze springs on each side of the

column and from the mouths of bronze turtles at the four cor-

ners of the fountain's pool.

When cities are beautifully built and care is taken in their

design and detailing, ideal locations for civic art naturally pres-

ent themselves. When a city is beautiful, people take pride in

it and will contribute funds to ornament it.

The Citizens' Master Plan includes dozens of special places

that would be ideal for the placement of fountains, monu-

ments, and sculptures. As the area ages, opportunities will

arise for placement of fountains and monuments at these loca-

tions, and with each placement, the surrounding neighbor-

hoods will improve.

Careful placement of beautiful fountains and monuments also

increases real estate value. A view of the proposed Seminole

Memorial Fountain would be a wonderful amenity to the

neighborhood.

The civic architecture of Coral Gables was built well before

the City's first phase of development was completed. Many of

the beautiful gates and entrance features that Coral Gables is

famous for were investments intended to excite the imagina-

tions of real estate investors. Seminole monument at its proposed location,

Plan for Seminole monument.

Early Sketches of Civic Art.

Elevation of Seminole monument


